When, for instance, a manned woman experiences a cessation of menstruation, has morning sickness, an enlargement of, and shooting pains in, the breasts, with darkness of the areola,?followed in three months by enlargement of the abdomen, and subsequently feels the movements of the child, no doubt whatever can ordinarily exist upon the subject; but, unfortunately for diagnosis, these symptoms do not always accompany pregnancy?they may be absent in those who are pregnant, and present in those who are not. One person is pregnant who obstinately denies it; another is unwilling to believe it; whilst a third, who is not so, cannot give up the idea that she is. Under these circumstances, the investigation of the subject is beset with much difficulty and embarrassment, and the character of the practitioner is liable to bo
The popularity attained by the first edition of this work, the length of time which lias elapsed since its appearance, and the many additions which have been made to the present edition, claim for it a more lengthened and systematic notice than that which we usually accord to the second editions of works, however great their intrinsic merit; and yet we could scarcely hope to interest our readers by a mere fragmentary notice of the several emendations or additions which distinguish the present volume. "We propose, therefore, to lay before them a concise account of the present state of our knowledge in regard to the signs and symptoms of pregnancy, founded upon the able exposition of the subject as embodied in the pages of this work.
Under ordinary circumstances, and in ordinary cases, nothing is perhaps easier than to diagnosticate the existence of pregnancy.
When, for instance, a manned woman experiences a cessation of menstruation, has morning sickness, an enlargement of, and shooting pains in, the breasts, with darkness of the areola,?followed in three months by enlargement of the abdomen, and subsequently feels the movements of the child, no doubt whatever can ordinarily exist upon the subject; but, unfortunately for diagnosis, these symptoms do not always accompany pregnancy?they may be absent in those who are pregnant, and present in those who are not. One person is pregnant who obstinately denies it; another is unwilling to believe it; whilst a third, who is not so, cannot give up the idea that she is. Under these circumstances, the investigation of the subject is beset with much difficulty and embarrassment, and the character of the practitioner is liable to bo During the fourth or fifth month the sensation communicated to the mother or examiner amounts to little more than a slight pat or throb; sometimes to scarcely more than a flutter, and at an earlier period will be found to be proportionately more feeble. In the sixth and seventh month, however, the distinctness of these motions is greatly increased, and we now become conscious that the moving body has considerable bulk.
Enlargement of the Abdomen, [April, state of the patient, and the coincident mammary changes, materially aid the diagnosis. The changes in the umbilicus consequent upon pregnancy usually commence in the fourth month, at which period it is found to be less hollow than before conception; in the fifth or sixth month it is nearly on a level with the surrounding integuments; in the sixth or seventh month it is completely so; and towards the close of gestation it projects in most persons above the surface. In addition to these changes, Dr 
